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Twelfth Annual Report and Financial Statements 

for the year ending 30
th

 June 2008 
 

Int roduction 

 
The President and members of the Management Committee present this Twelfth 

Annual Report of SeniorNet to the Associationôs members, sponsors and other 

parties interested in the Associationôs development. This Annual Report includes 

information about SeniorNetôs vision and objectives, profile, achievements, 

financial statements, independent auditorôs report, and Notice of Annual General 

Meeting and Meeting Agenda. 

 

Brief background to SeniorNet 
 

SeniorNet in Ipswich is an incorporated association of seniors, providing computer 

tuition and social interaction for its members. 

 

The SeniorNet project was an initiative of Ipswich City Council (ICC) in south-

east Queensland. The project was launched in early 1995 as a joint venture 

between ICC and the Department of Social Security (DSS) under its now defunct 

Community Information Network. 

 

It was envisaged that Ipswich SeniorNet Association would serve as a model for 

establishing SeniorNet branches elsewhere. To launch SeniorNet, DSS loaned 

computers, and ICC provided supporting peripheral hardware, along with 

continuing financial, technical and administrative assistance, and training for a 

core group of members. Some of these founding members formed the Steering 

Committee, then the SeniorNet Management Committee under the Chairmanship 

of the late Dr. Hilda des Arts. Dr. des Arts was Project Co-ordinator of SeniorNet 

Australia, and also served as President of the Ipswich SeniorNet Association for 

the first three years of its operation. 

 

Vision Statement 

 
The vision of SeniorNet Association Incorporated is to provide the opportunity to 

enhance the lifestyle of the members by social interaction and provide them with 

the training to develop their computer skills to access the information technology 

world at present and into the future. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of SeniorNet is to offer training in communication and computer 

skills as well as companionship to our fellow senior citizens. 
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Sponsors and Supporters 

 

SeniorNet acknowledges the generous financial, technical and administrative support received 

from the following sponsors and supporters: 

 

 
 

Ipswich City Council 

www.ipswich.qld.gov.au 

 

www.itel.net 

 

 
 

Through the Department of Communities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MICROSOFT 

http://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/
http://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/
http://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/
http://www.ipswich.qld.gov.au/
http://www.qld.gov.au/
http://www.qld.gov.au/
http://www.qld.gov.au/
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Presidentôs Report 

2007  - 2008 
 

 

It is my pleasure to present the Annual Report of the activities of SeniorNet Association 

Incorporated for the period July 2007 - June 2008, including some statistical information, which 

will show more graphically the progress of our Association during this period.  

 

The year has given us many challenges which is to be expected in any worthwhile organisation, 

but with the collective effort and knowledge of the members of the Executive Committee and the 

Training Team we have been able to progress and cater for the needs of our members. We have 

also attempted to confirm the needs and wants of our members by conducting a survey using the 

staff and students of the Community Engagement Centre at the University of Queensland Ipswich 

Campus, and we extend our thanks to those persons and the University for their help in managing 

the survey and in collating the results.  

  

We record our appreciation of the support we receive from the three levels of Government, 

Federal, State and Local by means of financial and in kind measures. We also want to 

acknowledge that we owe a huge debt of gratitude for the support we receive from ITEL 

Community Telco, a franchise of Bendigo Bank which is truly a community bank. We also 

receive great support from Ipswich Hospital Foundation, Microsoft and Protocol1.  

 

New people continue to join our organisation which shows we are servicing a need in our 

community. As technology continues to impact on computers we have started teaching courses on 

the use of Vista which is the latest operating system used on all new computers sold. To enable 

this to happen we bought 5 new ñVistaò computers, and after initially having them in our 

Humanities office, it was found to be necessary to reconfigure the main training room to provide 

additional space. The Vista computers are now in the main training room and this facility is being 

used every day. The Training statistics which follow my report will give evidence to how much 

time and effort is expended in providing the services we offer and we pay tribute to the members 

of the Training Team ably led by Coordinator Ken Curwen. A number of other pieces of 

equipment have had to be bought to enable us to continue to keep pace with the continuing 

advances in electronic technology. Fortunately we have been able to contain our membership and 

course fees to maintain our viability within the community.   

 

We continue to be a member of ASCCAðAustralian Seniors Computer Clubs Association ï and 

10 of our members attended the National Conference in Sydney at their own expense with a little 

support from the Federal body. All came away with new knowledge and many contacts at the 

national level which have been of benefit to us as an organisation. ASCCA was also able to 

obtain funds from the Federal Government which enabled them to get our SeniorNet group to run 

a successful E - Security Workshop here in Ipswich. It was the only one in Queensland and was 

attended by our members and members from other Clubs in Brisbane and further afield.   

 

We have participated in a number of activities sponsored by our Ipswich City Council to advance 

the image of Seniors in our community. These have included our very successful Open Day held 

each year which allows us to show off our training area and brings in new members. Also the 

councilôs Health Expo and Seniorôs Christmas Party in the Mall were other joint activities. We 

have been represented at many other civic activities by members of the executive committee to 

show we are an integral part of our Cityôs cultural life.  
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The members of the Management Committee have worked tirelessly through the year to maintain 

and advance SeniorNet and I wish to pay tribute and thanks to them on behalf of all our members. 

As president I probably have a greater awareness of the overall scope of their activities and time 

commitment. All of our members are Very Important Persons and we help and support each other 

in many, many ways. We would be excited to have others to share in leadership roles   

 

Let me now give a brief outline of our roles and outreach of parts of SeniorNet. 

Our Website is our window to the outside electronic world and this is evidenced by my being 

contacted to do three live radio interviews during this year; ABC Radio Canberra and 

Wollongong, and Radio 4BC in Brisbane. All contacts emanated from our Website.  

Our Newsletter is the means of communicating with our members about our continuing activities 

mostly by e mail and a small number by Australia Post.  

Treasury keeps us aware where we are on our Balance sheet and if we are a financially viable 

organisation.  

Secretarial Services keep us in contact with ourselves and the outside world.  

Membership keeps contact with existing members and welcomes new members. 

Public Relations places us in the eye of Government and Sponsoring organisations and generally 

keeps us visible. 

Social is fulfilling an increasing role by enabling members who so desire to interact with others in 

a broader way than just as members of the electronic community.  

Catering is an integral part of our team and many activities are shared over a cup of tea or coffee 

and a sandwich or two  

Equipment covers maintaining the hardware, the physical things we can see which are necessary 

for us to access the electronic world and all the connections to make it work.  

Training is what we are mainly about, and so much time, energy and preparation is involved in 

delivering the training and achieving the learning outcomes. 

The Executive has the overall picture and responsibility for the life of SeniorNet and requires 

much time and dedication.   

 

SeniorNet is a wonderful organisation which exists to help mature age people adapt to the 

computer technology of the world as it now is. We desire to help each other and to reach out to 

those who have not yet embraced the great medium of communication available today. With it we 

can know our neighbour across the street, ñtalkò to our family members anywhere in the world, 

see their images in an instant, and gain information on almost any subject using the Internet. It is 

truly a great technology we are teaching. We are all grateful for our previous life experiences but 

there is so much more and we as a body of people to encourage others to grasp what is here now.   

 

We will  face new challenges in the future, but such is life and with the past on which to build we 

can look forward with confidence. I give you my thanks for allowing me to be your president for 

this past year, being a part of all of your lives and contributing with whatever abilities I have. I 

pay tribute to those people who are retiring from leadership roles and extend the grateful thanks 

of all members. I commend to you those members who are continuing in leadership roles and 

encourage others to take up the baton.   

 

This has been a great year and we have all been a part of it so let us go forward resolving to make 

SeniorNet an even more vital part of the life of this wonderful City of Ipswich, our part of South-

East Queensland.   

 

 

Your President  - Gordon Timbs 
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Training and On Site Services 

 
Our twenty-nine strong training team provided 100 courses and workshops during the year 

 

Item Number Trainees Trainee 

hours 

Trainer 

hours 

Courses 29 204 2439 987 

Workshops 71 415 830 160 

TOTAL    3269 1147 

 

The courses undertaken were: 

 

Course Trainees Hours per Course 

Basic Computer (XP) 63 12 

Basic Computer (Vista) 16 12 

Email 14 9 

Internet 16 9 

Basic Word 2003 18 9 

Advanced Word 2003 11 9 

Basic Excel 2003 7 9 

Advanced Excel 2003 0 9 

PowerPoint 4 12 

Digital Photography 35 18 

PhotoShop Refresher 14 12 

PrintMaster Cards 6 9 

 

¶ During the year SeniorNet purchased five Vista computers  

¶ Pat Berlin developed a Basic Computing course in Vista  

¶ Rebbecca Matthews again assisted us by running workshops on training for the 
Trainers.  

 

 

SeniorNet Membership 
as at 30

th
 June 2008 

 
 Corporate Members   2 

 Life Members    7 

Honorary Members   1 

 Sponsored Members   1 

Ordinary   Members          192 

Family      Members          136 

 

Total Membership         339 
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SeniorNet Association Incorporated  

ABN 95 360 623 241 

PO Box 559, Booval, Qld 4304 

Secretary: Erroll Elliott 

 

Notice of 

Twelfth  Annual General Meeting 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Twelfth Annual General Meeting of SeniorNet 

Association Incorporated will be held at Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Catholic 

Church Hall, 35A Robertson Road Eastern Heights, Ipswich, Queensland, 4305 at 

11.30 am on Monday, 6
th

 October 2008. 

 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome by President 

 

a) Apologies 

b) Short address by President 

 

2. Minutes of Eleventh Annual General Meeting held on 1
st
 October 2007. 

 

  a)   Minutes to be presented for approval and signing 

c) Business arising from the Minutes 

 

3. Annual Report presented by the President 

 

a) Adoption of Annual Report  

 

4. Treasurerôs Report 

 

a)  Presentation of Audited Financial Statements to the meeting for adoption 

 b) Adoption of Audited Financial Statements 

 

5. ELECTION OF NEW OFFICE BEARERS . The Committee will stand down. An 

 independent party will oversee the election of new Office Bearers. 

 

6. Appointment of Auditor  

 

7. General Business  
a) Appreciation of work undertaken by 2007/08 committee - President  

b) Any Business from the floor 

 

8. Date of next Annual General Meeting:    5
th.

 October, 2009. 

 

9. Meeting closed 
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SeniorNet Association Incorporated 
ABN 95 360 623 241 

PO Box 559 Booval Q 4304 

Secretary: Erroll Elliott 

 

 

 

NOMINATION PAPER  

 

FOR ELECTION TO OFFICE BEARER  IN 

  

SENIORNET ASSOCIATION INC  

 

 
 

 

We, the undersigned members of SeniorNet Association Inc. Ipswich, propose/second: 

 

 

FIRST NAME _________________________________ 

 

FAMILY NAME  __________________________________ 

 

 

 

for election to the position of: ___________________________________________ 

 

 

Dated this _________________________ day of ___________________________2008 

 

 

Proposer: _________________________ Signature____________________________ 

   Please print 

 

 

Seconder:_________________________ Signature_____________________________ 

   Please print 

 

 

I consent to be nominated  ________________________________ 

      Signature of Candidate 

 

 

 

 

Nominations close with 

 Returning Officer (Secretary) two weeks prior to the AGM 

on  22
nd

 September 2008 
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SeniorNet Association Incorporated 
ABN 95 360 623 241 

PO Box 559 Booval Q 4304 

Secretary: Erroll Elliott 

 

 
FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY  FOR ELECTION OF  

 

OFFICERS IN  SENIORNET ASSOCIATION INC  

 
 

 

I,éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

(Full name) 

 

ofééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

(Address) 

 

being a member of SeniorNet Association Inc. 

 

hereby appointéééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

(Full name of proxy) 

 

ofééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

(Address) 

 

being a member of SeniorNet Association Inc.* as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf 
at the General Meeting/Annual General Meeting of the Association  

 

to be held on the éé.day oféééé...20éé.and at any adjournment of that meeting. 

 

** My proxy is authorised to vote in favour of/against (tick your choice) the following 

appointment: 

 

Name of Candidate Position to be held  In favour Against 

 

 

ééééééé..       ééééééé. 

 

 

éééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Signature of member appointing proxy 

 

 
Dateééééééééééé 

 

*  NOTE: A proxy vote may not be given to a person who is not a member of SeniorNet 

 Association Inc. 
 

**  You may limit (or not) your proxy to vote for you as you specify in this manner.  

Where no limitation is stated, the proxy is entitled to vote according to her or his 

judgement. 
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SeniorNet Association Incorporated 
ABN 95 360 623 241 

PO Box 559 Booval Q 4304 

Secretary: Erroll Elliott 

 

 
 

GENERAL FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY  
 

 

I,ééééééé   of ééééééééééé. 

(Please print your name)  (Please print your address) 

 

 

being a member of the above named association, hereby appoint 

 

 

éééééééééééééééé oféééééééééééééééé.. 

(Please print the memberôs name)   (Please print the memberôs address) 

 

or failing the member,ééééééééééé.. of ééé..éééééééé.. 

(Please print the next representativeôs name)      (The next representativeôs address) 

 

as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at theééééééé..ééé.Meeting of  

 

SeniorNet Association Inc. to be held atééééééééééééééé 

 

 

Signed thisééééé.day ofééééééé. 200. 

 

Signature ééééééééééééééééé. 

 

 

If you wish to give directions to your proxy please tick the appropriate boxes. 

(Unless otherwise instructed, the proxy may vote as the proxy thinks fit) 

 

I direct that my proxy vote in the following manner: 

 

 

     In Favour  Against 

 

Business Agenda Item Number:      

 

Business Agenda Item Number: 

 
 

(This instrument appointing a proxy shall be deposited with the Secretary prior to the 

commencement of the meeting at which the proxy proposes to vote) 

 

 

  

  


