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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 

 

We are approaching the end of another calendar year - another milestone in the life 

and times of SeniorNet, both as an organization and as a provider for the enrichment 

of the lives of our members. An indication of our progress is the commencement of 

training in the Microsoft Vista system as well as continuing using Microsoft XP 

system and I am now a participant in our first PowerPoint 2007 training course. We 

offer a great thank you to the faithful and dedicated members of the Training Team. 

As a result of their efforts we can see the improvement in our computer and 

communication skills. I want to pay tribute to Lyall Newsome, our Webmaster, who 

has steered us through the development of our web site for over ten years.  Lyall still 

continues as a member of the Training Team and as a shadow and support for our 

new webmaster, Jenny.  We appreciate your contribution, Lyall.  The members of the 

Executive Management Team have faced many challenges and we trust that our 

efforts have been able to maintain and grow SeniorNet and keep up with the 

continuing advances in electronic technology. 

I am looking forward to meeting as many of you as possible at our Christmas break 

up function on 8
th
 December where we can celebrate this year of achievement and 

anticipate what 2009 will bring.   

SeniorNet Association Inc. 
PO Box 559, Booval, Ipswich, Qld. 4304 

Phone 3812 5036 
Erroll Elliott, Secretary 
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This will be a great time of social interaction and will emphasize that we are not just 

about computer skills but that we are social beings who have an interest in fullness of 

life. There will be more details about the Christmas Break Up in other parts of this 

Newsletter. 

The City of Ipswich is a great place to live.  More people are realizing this and 

moving here.  We hope to continue to play a significant role in the lives of the senior 

members of our community. We also acknowledge the fact that we have members 

who do not live in our fair city and are grateful that our field of influence spreads 

afar.  

I wish you all a blessed time at Christmas and trust that it will be a wonderful time of 

interaction with family and friends.    

Your President  

 

Gordon Timbs 

 

 

 

Welcome to our New Members 
 

 
Michelle FINN      

Heather MASON      

Kevin TATE  

 

 

 

IMPORTANT  DIARY  DATES 

 

 

 
        

Christmas Luncheon   
Date:  Monday 8 December 2008  Time: 11.30 for 12 noon  

Venue: Uniting Church Fellowship Hall  RSVP: 28 Nov. Carol:  3288 3315  

Cost:  $15.00 Bookings essential   nojessie@optusnet.com.au  

     

General Meeting 
Date:  2 February 2009    Time: 11.00 am 

Venue: Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church Hall, 35A Robertson Rd.   

  Raceview. Parking: Church grounds. Wheel chair access to Hall. 

Membersô Information Morning Tea    
Date:              2 March 2009   Time:  10.00 am 

Venue:            iTEL  Training Room  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nojessie@optusnet.com.au
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TRAINING  

 

Notice to new members:  
No member will be booked into a course until she/he has been issued with a membership number.   

 
Since SeniorNet training takes a break in December-January there are no scheduled courses or 

workshops to report.  There will be a short Newsletter in late January which will detail our 

programme for February and March.  The details will also be placed on our Website at that time. 

In the meantime you can book with me for any of our courses as follows, and I will contact you to 

confirm your attendance when a course is scheduled.  

 

Word Processing and Spreadsheets courses cover versions 2003 and 2007 together. 

We are planning to add a course on Website Development next year.   

To assist you in making up your mind if you want to take these courses there will be a Courses 

Expo Workshop early in February.  We will also have new Workshops on Creative Commons 

(how to get music and other media which you can use for your presentations without copyright 

issues); Vista for XP users (try before you buy); Internet  Banking; and (if we can find an 

appropriate speaker) Mobile Phone technology and usage. 

 

Basic Computer Course (XP and Vista) 4 weeks each $20.00 

Introduction to Email 3 weeks  $20.00 

Introduction to Internet 3 weeks $20.00 

Word Processing I and II (Microsoft Office Word) 3 weeks each $20.00 

Spreadsheets I and II (Microsoft Office Excel) 3 weeks each $20.00 

Digital Photography Techniques:  

(PhotoShop Elements) 6 weeks $50.00 

Card Making:  

(Calendars, Book Marks etc ï PrintMaster)  3 weeks  $25.00 

Presentation Techniques (PowerPoint 2003 and 2007) 4 weeks each  $30.00 

Slideshows (Microsoft Photo Story 3) 1 week $5.00 

Photo Editing (Google Picasa) 1 week $5.00 

 

Finally, I would like to thank the Training Team for the work they have done this year.  Have a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Ken Curwen, Training Coordinator  

Email kcurwen@optusnet.com.au; phone 3389 2950. 

A Challenging Game 
When you get bored with Solitaire or Freecell you might like to try Sokoban.  I play it regularly.  It 

is very much a thinking game, not an action game. 

The game level consists of a warehouse made up of walls that form passages.  

Within the warehouse are the pusher (storeman) and an equal number of boxes and storage 

locations.  

The pusher can only push a box, never pull, and only one box can be pushed at a time. The goal is 

to push all the boxes into the storage locations. 

These rules present a variety of challenges. Since the pusher can't pull a box, there are some pushes 

that are irreversible ï for example, a box is stuck when pushed into a corner.  As you progress 

through the levels your tasks become more complex and demanding. 

You can download a free version of the game from 
http://sourceforge.net/projects/sokobanyasc/ 
Ken Curwen 

mailto:kcurwen@optusnet.com.au
http://sourceforge.net/projects/sokobanyasc/
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Kenôs Tips 

 
If your friends or family buy themselves a new computer with Microsoft Office, it will be the Office 

2007 edition.   

Unfortunately, documents (Word, PowerPoint, Excel) from Office 2007 cannot be read by older 

versions of Office without installing a converter.   

You can recognise such files because they have an x on the end of the name ï for example, 

óletter.docô will be óletter.docxô.  (in Office 2007) 

The converter is free from Microsoft.   
Go to www.microsoft.com and type óoffice compatibilityô in the Search box in the top centre and 

Enter.  

The Download page you need is the first search item on the results list.   

Get the download file and run it, and you will be able to open these new-style documents using your 

existing Office programs. 

The download is over 25MB in size, so if you donôt have broadband you may want to get 

assistance from a friend who has.   

Ask them to save the converter program which is called óFileFormatConverters.exeô on their 

computer, then copy it onto your flash drive, and you can finally run it from your flash drive on 

your own computer.    

Alternatively, you can borrow a CD from the Workshop which will install the conversion onto 

your computer. 

 

 

Social Coordinatorôs Report  

 
2008 was a busy year socially for SeniorNet.  Most things were well attended but it has been 

decided those not so well attended wouldnôt be repeated in 2009. 

 

In February 40 members travelled to the Lyric Theatre to see Phantom of the Opera.  It was a 

wonderful outing. 

 
In May we held our Annual Mini Olympics at Kholo Gardens.  21 attended.  This took the form of a 

family outing - Morning tea, THE GAMES and lunch.  Prizes for the first 3 place getters in the 5 

events and the certificates were presented to the winners. 

 
June, 40 of us had a wonderful trip up the Brisbane River on the Kookaburra Queen. A buffet lunch 

was included. 

 
July, 22 of us attended Ipswich Orpheus Chorale Theatre Restaurant Matinee. 

 

September, 45 of us enjoyed the Cambrian Theatre Restaurant. 

 
October, we held our ñLearn to Play Bowls Dayò.  Only 8 attended.  This was a great day and good 

fun but a disappointing attendance.  It was decided not to repeat it in 2009 

 

DONôT FORGET: SeniorNet Annual Christmas Party.  Dec. 8 ï RSVP Nov. 28 

(See Important Diary Dates) 

 

Many thanks to Carol Hardie for her able assistance during the year. 

 

http://www.microsoft.com/
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Proposed events for 2009 
 

APRIL.                   Ipswich Seniorôs Concert.   Date to be advised   

MAY 6               Wednesday.  4th Annual Mini Olympics at Kholo Gardens 

JUNE 2               Trip on the Kookaburra Queen.   Depending on interest  

JULY                      Ipswich Orpheus Chorale Theatre Restaurant Matinee 

SEPTEMBER        Cambrian Choir Theatre Restaurant.  Date to be advised   

 

Proposed Kookaburra Queen River cruise 
2009 

 
Please email me or let me know at the Christmas Party if you would be 
interested in doing the Kookaburra Queen Brisbane River Cruise in June.   
Proposed date is Tuesday 2nd June.  2009 discounted price for seniors will 
be $30.  This includes a very nice buffet lunch, commentary, entertainment & 
the cruise.  Many of you last year said you would go again.  I need 30 for it to 
be viable. 

 
Edna van Genderen                                         Carol Hardie 
Social Coordinator                                            Shadow  
041 206 3839       3288 3315 
ednavangenderen@bigpond.com   nojessie@optusnet.com.au  
 
 
     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all Seniors 
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